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Letter from
the Chairman

Greetings from the
Artistic Director

I’m using this opportunity to remind all WHC members of
our three named charitable funds, each established in honor
of one of our Founding Members and early leaders.
The Phia Berghout Endowment for the World Harp
Congress is our oldest and currently largest fund, named for
the harpist primarily responsible for the very idea of what is
today the World Harp Congress. All of the money received
by this fund is invested by the WHC Board of Directors.
We spend only the resulting earnings, leaving the principal
amount invested to continue earning. Currently, the earnings
are used for our Congress Assistance Program.
The Deane Sherman Memorial Fund for Focus on
Youth was established by a generous contribution from her
husband and daughters in September 2005. Deane was a
tireless advocate of helping young, emerging professional
harpists, so the application of this fund established in her
memory is particularly appropriate. Deane’s family has asked
that this fund be publicized so that others may contribute,
and thus increase the number of young harpists who can be
helped. Focus on Youth participants at our Tenth World Harp
Congress in Amsterdam will be the first to receive help from
this new source.
More recently, following the death in 2006 of our Founding
Chairman, Ann Mason Stockton, the WHC received a
number of contributions in her memory. At the request of
Ann’s family, these contributions and any new ones will
form the Ann Stockton Memorial Fund for New Music,
reflecting Ann’s long-standing interest in new compositions
that continue the growth of our instrument’s capabilities
and influence in the world of music. For details, please refer
to the article in this issue, explaining this new fund.
Your contribution to any or all of these funds will be
greatly appreciated, and will help to ensure the growth
and effectiveness of the World Harp Congress. You may
contribute by check, credit card, or bank transfer. Specific
instructions for contributions also are included in this issue.
I offer my personal thanks to you for considering a gift in
honor of Phia, Deane, and Ann.

Dear Friends and Colleagues,

Sincerely,

Susann McDonald
Artistic Director

Patricia Wooster
Chairman, Board of Directors
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As I write this column, the snow is coming down heavily
in Bloomington, and we have bitter cold weather. While the
scenery is beautiful to look at, driving on the icy streets is
not easy. I look forward to the arrival of spring with tulips
and daffodils, many of which are already peeking through
the snow.
The tulips always remind me of The Netherlands, and its
wonderful array of flowers. I look forward to being there for
the Tenth World Harp Congress in July 2008, and enjoying
the warm Dutch hospitality and the beautiful countryside.
So many fine proposals have now been received for the
WHC in Amsterdam, making hard choices for the Dutch
committee but promising a superb Congress! Chairman
Ernestine Stoop has been working tirelessly and will soon
visit me in Bloomington, where we will work together on
finalizing the exciting program.
As we anticipate the WHC in 2008, we will deeply miss
those dear colleagues who will no longer be physically
present with us - Ann Stockton, John Marson, Dewey
Owens, and Rudolf Frick - among others. I realize anew
what a wonderful community of harpists and friends we
are.
It is important that we all encourage new members to
join the WHC, especially among the young generation, who
will be our future leaders. I am taking copies of the WHC
membership form to school next week, as I was surprised
to see that many in my class are not members! I encourage
each of you to seek to enlarge our membership as well.
The support and fellowship we share is truly important,
and the benefits of membership are so worthwhile. As an
international community, we continue to achieve amazing
results in fostering a knowledge and appreciation of the
harp in its many facets.
With warm greetings,

