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Letter from  
the Chairman

Greetings from the 
Founding Artistic 
Director

W orld     H arp    congress         N ews 

Dear colleagues,
Those of you who joined us in Vancouver, BC, Canada for 

the Eleventh WHC in July know what a marvelous experience 
it was. Harpists, composers, and exhibitors from 62 different 
countries gathered in that beautiful city. Particularly notable 
was a large delegation from China. We all owe our thanks to 
Elizabeth Volpé Bligh and the Vancouver Host Committee for 
years of dedicated work that produced an outstanding event.

One feature of the Vancouver Congress that struck me was 
the large number of young people who attended and partici-
pated. The Focus on Youth Concerts were well-attended and 
displayed the impressive talent among emerging harpists from 
around the world. A remarkable number of young harpists 
packed each of the Master Classes, as well as all other program 
offerings. It’s clear that these young people are serious about 
their dedication to our instrument – a comforting realization, 
because they are the future of our organization.

Please notice the listing of our Board of Directors and 
Officers. Things are changing! In addition to new Board mem-
bers, note that following the resignation of Susann McDonald 
(after thirty years!) as Artistic Director, Isabelle Perrin of France 
has accepted that post, with Karen Vaughan of the UK as 
Associate Artistic Director. Susann’s hard work and dedication 
certainly have contributed greatly to the success and growth of 
the WHC. She has our enduring gratitude.

Now it’s time to begin thinking about the next Congress, 
which will be presented in 2014 in Sydney, Australia. Alice Giles 
is the Twelfth WHC Host Committee Chair. For my part, I’ve vis-
ited Australia only twice, and each visit left me promising myself 
I’d return to see more. I think you’ll have the same reaction.

Sincerely,

Patricia Wooster, Chairman

Dear friends and colleagues,
I am writing this soon after my return from the Eleventh World 

Harp Congress while the beautiful sights of Vancouver and the 
wonderful concerts we heard there are fresh in my memory! The 
Vancouver Host Committee and Elizabeth Volpé Bligh deserve 
our thanks for presenting this outstanding Congress, and our 
special thanks also to all of their wonderful volunteers who did 
such fine work so faithfully every day. It was a hugely success-
ful and unforgettable week. Having the Congress venue across 
the street from the concert venues, or a short walk away, made 
this one of the most convenient situations, allowing people to 
be able to attend almost every event, and still return to visit the 
exhibits or their rooms in between concerts. 

Once again we were treated to exceptionally fine Focus on 
Youth participants, the level being extraordinarily high. These 
young harpists were inspiring in every way! To all the harpists 
who performed, our grateful thanks for your participation and 
your artistry. We greatly appreciate your making time to per-
form for us and sharing your great talents with us. 

As many of you know, I made the decision to resign my posi-
tion as Artistic Director of the WHC after the Vancouver Congress 
concluded. I have been privileged to serve in that capacity for 
about thirty years and feel that it is the right time for someone else 
to have the honor and to bring fresh vision to the position. I am 
so very pleased that the WHC Board has chosen Isabelle Perrin to 
serve as Artistic Director. She is known throughout the world for 
her artistry, insight, and energy. I know she will do a superb job. 
In addition, Karen Vaughan has accepted to serve as Associate 
Artistic Director and together they will make a great team.

I will remain on the WHC Board of Directors and as a found-
ing member of the WHC Corporation, and I will continue to be 
active and to promote the goals of the WHC. I also wish all our 
new Board members and officers much success as we look for-
ward to the Twelfth World Harp Congress in Sydney, Australia!

With every good wish,

Susann McDonald, Founding Artistic Director

World Harp Congress Membership

Supporting the global harp community

January – December 2012 Membership
Categories of Membership (amount in USD)

r Student – $25 (max. age 25)     r Regular – $55     r Sponsor – $100
r Donor – $250     r Patron – $500     r Benefactor – $750 
r Life Member – $1,000

r �Gift membership: type of membership ________________ (see above). 
Please send two forms – one with your own billing information 
and one with the mailing information for your gift recipient.

r �In addition, I would like to contribute $___________ to the  
Phia Berghout Endowment Fund.

Total: $_____________

r �I am enclosing a check or money order made payable to the World Harp 
Congress. If you live outside of the United States, please enclose an inter-
national money order or bank draft drawn on a U.S. bank.

r �I prefer to authorize the payment to the following credit card: 
r Visa    r MasterCard    r Discover    r American Express

Card#: ____________________________________ Exp. Date: _________

Printed Name: ________________________________________________
	 (exactly as it appears on the card)

Signature: ____________________________________________________

Company Name:_______________________________________________
	 (please print or type)

Send payment to:
Elizabeth Blakeslee, WHC Membership

3006 Woodlawn Ave.
Falls Church, VA 22042 USA

Email: MembershipWHC@gmail.com

Would you like  
to host the  
2020 World  
Harp Congress?

Bids to host the Fourteenth World Harp Congress in 
2020 will be considered by the WHC Board of Directors. 

To receive the updated Guidelines for Planning a World 
Harp Congress, and the World Harp Congress Host 
Questionnaire, please contact:

Patricia Wooster, Chairman, WHC Board of Directors 
20814 Snag Island Drive E 
Lake Tapps, WA 98391 USA 
Email: pat.wooster@gmail.com

Bring the world to your country! Thank you for your support of the WHC!

Time to Renew Your 
Membership to receive  
the next WHC Review. 

Your membership expiration date is  
on your mailing label. 

Hope to see you in Sydney!

NOTICE

Mailing Information (r Gift membership)

First Name: ___________________________________________________

Last Name: ___________________________________________________

Street Address: ________________________________________________

City/Town: ___________________________________________________

State/Province: ________________________________________________

Postal Code: __________________________________________________

Country: _____________________________________________________

Telephone: ____________________________________________________

Mobile/Cell Phone: ____________________________________________

Fax: __________________________________________________________

Email: ________________________________________________________

www: _______________________________________________________

The membership year includes the World Harp Congress Review which is published biannually,  
the Membership Directory, Harp Insurance Eligibility, and  

Updates on the Twelfth World Harp Congress, which will be held in Sydney, Australia in July 2014.

Join the WHC or renew on-line at: www.worldharpcongress.org  
Or please complete and mail this form with your payment.

Please join us  
in beautiful  

Sydney, Australia 

for  
The Twelfth World 

Harp Congress!

Alice Giles 
Chair, Twelfth World  

Harp Congress

Australia
July 2014


